a dramatic mould. And the rest of the major incidents of the story
and the different links therein, that kept up the sequence of the
main narrative were briefly supplied by Agastyapandita himself.

Some incidents from one parva of the original epic were shitted
to another context in BALABHARATA with a view to maintain
poetic propriety and delineation of sentiments. The narration of
the birth of Draupadi and Dhrstadyumna was shifted to a much
earlier context. Immediately after narrating the defeat of Drupada
at the hands of Ar|una, Drupada's penance and the birth of both a
son and a daughter are given in BALABHARATA. The incident
where in Kama gives away his body- armour and ear-rings to Indra,
was shifted from the Virdtaparva ot the epic to the Aranyaparva
story of the BALABHARATA to facilitate a contrast between the
characters of Dhaimaja and Kama in their spirit of generosity.

In BALABHARATA some events were just touched upon,
and or even skipped Some incidents which are less important from
the stand point of the original proportions of the epic were some
what dilated upon, as in the case of the Kirdtdriumya episode with
a view to bringing in a spirit of balance between the ^alvite and
Vaisnavite content of the Kdvya, and also to high light the spirit
of devotion in Arjuna.

The art ofepitomisation sometimes necessitates the telescoping
of incidents, and at times reduction ot the number of occurrences of
similar incidents. For example Ghatotkaca appeared thrice on the
battlefield in the gicat epic, but only once in BALABHARATA.

Agastya was very faithfull to the original epic regarding the
matter, but at the same time he was original in his technique and
treatment We can find no traces of any misconceived links, striking
labonousness, superfluity, repetition of the theme, unnatural and
tar fetched motivations which are considered by literary critics as
indications of lack of onr: nality on the pdit of any poet

Almost as a final verdict on the art of epitomisation the epic
itself contains a line in Sabhdpaiva In the context of 5'rikrsna's
advice to his sister Subhadra, Vydsa writes the following line."